
Don Lidstone,  Q.C. ,  Managing Partner of  Lidstone & Company,  i s  pleased to 
announce the firm’s four new law partners Sara Dubinsky, Lindsay Parcells, Marisa 
Cruickshank and James Yardley. The law firm, with offices in Vancouver and Calgary, 
acts  throughout Canada for local governments and related entities  such as 
municipal subsidiaries, libraries, police boards and local government associations. 

Lindsay Parcells is the head 

of our Alberta office and practices 

municipal law with an interest in land 

use, real property, corporate, commercial, 

indigenous relations, mediation and 

environmental matters. Lindsay has 

extensive experience advising municipal 

clients with respect to real estate and 

economic development, expropriations, 

the provision of municipal services and 

contracts. He was called to the Alberta 

bar in 1992 and the British Columbia 

bar in 1995. Lindsay completed a 

Master’s degree in Municipal Law from 

Osgoode Hall Law School in 2009 and 

a combined Bachelors of Laws and 

Masters of Business Administration 

degree from Dalhousie University in 

1991. Lindsay is past chair of the 

National Municipal Law section of 

the Canadian Bar Association and he 

continues to serve on the executive of 

the National Municipal Law Section and 

the Southern Alberta Municipal Law 

Section of the Canadian Bar Association.

Marisa Cruickshank assists 

local government cl ients with a 

wide range of workplace matters, 

including preparation and review of 

employment contracts and policies, 

sick leave and disabil ity issues, 

human rights, and labour relations 

mat te rs , i nc lud ing  d i sc ip l i ne , 

grievances and interpretation of 

collective agreements. Marisa also 

assists clients with privacy and FOI 

matters, governance issues, and 

bylaw enforcement matters. Marisa 

has represented clients before all 

levels of court in British Columbia 

and boards and tribunals, including 

arb i t ra t ion boards, the Human 

Rights Tribunal, the Information 

and Privacy Commissioner, and the 

Labour Relations Board. Prior to 

joining Lidstone & Company, Marisa 

clerked for two justices at the British 

Columbia Cour t  o f  Appeal  and 

articled at the Vancouver office of a 

leading national law firm.

Sara Dubinsky has practiced 

local government law at Lidstone 

& Company since her call to the 

bar in 2009. She is a l i t igation 

lawyer and provides legal opinions 

on a wide variety of issues, with a 

particular emphasis on cannabis 

law, bylaw enforcement, conflicts of 

interest and freedom of information. 

Sara has provided legal advice and 

information on cannabis issues to 

more than 60 local governments and 

agencies in British Columbia and she 

is counsel of record in over a dozen 

cannabis cases. Sara represents 

clients at the BC Court of Appeal, 

Supreme Court and Provincial Court 

and in matters involving the Office 

of  the Informat ion and Pr ivacy 

Commissioner and Ombudsperson. 

Sara is a member of the f irm’s 

s tudent  h i r ing  commi t tee  and 

regularly volunteers as a supervising 

lawyer at clinics run by UBC’s Law 

Students’ Legal Advice Program.

James Yardley’s  practice 

mainly involves litigation and dispute 

resolution. James has practiced law 

involving local governments since 

his call to the Bar in 1991. He was 

born and raised in Prince George, 

has a law degree from the University 

of Toronto and a master’s degree in 

Community and Regional Planning 

from UBC. James has appeared in 

numerous trials, appeals, petitions, 

mediat ions and arbi trat ions on 

matters that involve administrative 

law, judicial review, construction 

disputes, planning law, expropriation 

and injurious affection claims, bylaw 

challenges, bylaw enforcement, 

constitutional law, claims alleging 

misfeasance in public office and bad 

faith, environmental law disputes 

and prosecutions, contract disputes, 

insurance coverage disputes, election 

challenges, human rights complaints, 

property taxation disputes, and 

claims involving police forces. 
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